“Life Begins” for Arklow Shipping Silver Band
The Ruby (40th) Anniversary concert for Arklow Shipping Silver Band took place on Friday 14th November in St. Saviour’s Church in Arklow.  The evening saw a wide ranging programme of music played including the world premiere of Follow On Home a piece specially written for the occasion by Brendan Breslin. This piece involved both the Silver Band and the world champions St. Colmcille’s Pipe Band playing together and it brought a standing ovation at the end.

The Silver Band were under the musical direction of James MacCafferty and were also conducted on the night by special guest conductors Derek Broadbent, John Bonner and Paul Barrett. Vocalists Lorraine Lee and Naiomh Penston also sang at the concert accompanied by the band. Lorraine arranged the song Feeling Good for the band for the occasion. The Swing Kings brought their own unique style to the occasion with renditions of some very popular pieces.

Originally formed from a boy’s choir under the baton of Michael Byrne, the Arklow Silver band has over the years become widely known on the local, national and international stages.  The ensemble has been All-Ireland Senior Champions on no less than 15 occasions, and won an unprecedented seven-in-a-row of Senior titles from 2000 to 2006. It is sponsored by Arklow Shipping Ltd.
There is plenty of information about the band to be found on the band’s website www.arklowsilverband.com   
